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1.
Welcome and apologies

1.
Dr Masters welcomed members to the meeting.  He accepted apologies from Professor Nigel Brown, Professor Ian Underwood and Mr Ian Ritchie.  Dr Masters welcomed Professor Calder as the new Chief Scientific Adviser and Co-Chair of SSAC.  
ACTION:  Standing item – SSAC members to provide the Secretariat with any updates to their details on the SSAC register of interests
2.
Introduction from Co-Chairs

2.
In his first meeting as the new independent Co-Chair of SSAC Dr Masters thanked colleagues for electing him.  He noted that main role of the Co-Chair was to support the Chief Scientific Adviser but that it was also his role to steer the Council to develop its own views on specific issues where it would be inappropriate for the CSA to take a leading role.  He also hoped to facilitate contact between SSAC members to bring issues to Council.  He would like encourage SSAC to promote science and in particular find ways of using the expertise of Council members and their networks to help support policy-making in Government.
3.
Professor Calder thanked colleagues for their warm welcome.  She noted that she had previously been a member of SSAC under the Chairmanship of Professor Wilson Sibbett and she had also been a member of the interview panel who had appointed a number of the current membership.  She noted that in her new role as CSA and SSAC Co-Chair she was keen to ensure that SSAC had demonstrable impact.  She also noted a particular interest in improving the input of science and engineering into policy-making.
3.
Dinner Review

4.
Dr Masters reported that SSAC members had had an enjoyable dinner the previous evening with Mr Ken Macdonald, BBC Scotland Science Correspondent, which had been generously hosted by the University of Glasgow.  The topic of discussion had been science and the media.  

3.
University of Glasgow

5.
Dr Masters welcomed colleagues from the University of Glasgow and introduced Professor Anton Muscatelli, Principal and Vice-Chancellor.

University of Glasgow Strategy

6.
Professor Muscatelli gave an overview of the University strategy and explained that the University of Glasgow was a broad based research intensive university and a leading teaching institution.  He noted that the University’s strategy Glasgow 2020 – a global vision sets out the following vision, mission and objectives for the University.
7.
Key themes were to focus resources on activities that are (or have the potential to be) world leading, improve standing nationally and internationally and meet the needs of research funders and students. 

8.
He noted that the university would also look to extend their global reach to become a more international university providing a world class educational experience.  He noted that, over the period of the strategy, the University would grow and develop their international student community and expand opportunities for student experiences abroad.  Professor Muscatelli reported that the University was also developing strong international partnerships and alliances. 
9.
Professor Muscatelli reported that the final theme of the strategy was to foster multidisciplinary activity through the support and development of networks of researchers.  He explained that they aimed to create world leading thematic multidisciplinary research institutes aligned with the strategic needs of the their research funders.
Restructuring objectives

10.
Professor Muscatelli explained that in order to foster a multidisciplinary approach, greater collaboration and alignment with what students and funders want, the university recently restructured.   He explained that the University has moved from a structure with 9 Faculties and around 40 departments to 4 Colleges and 7 Research Institutes.  This change was built around existing clusters rather than fabricating an entirely new structure.

11.
The University’s Research priorities range across the Arts & Humanities and Sciences. Key areas of research excellence were also centred within the Research Institutes and these aim to build on, facilitate and enhance a multidisciplinary approach to research.  He highlighted, in particular, the recent investment and expansion in cancer sciences.
12.
A SSAC member enquired about the University’s involvement in research pooling and Professor Muscatelli responded that the University was heavily involved in a number of the research pooling initiatives and that this activity supported their ambition to develop research networks and communities.

13.
Dr Masters thanked Professor Muscatelli.  

Overview of the College of Science and Engineering

14.
Professor Muscatelli introduced Professor John Chapman who was Head of the new College of Science and Engineering.

15.
Professor Chapman explained that research in the College of Science and Engineering ranges from the core disciplines of chemistry, computing science, engineering, geographical and earth science, mathematics and statistics, psychology, and physics and astronomy, to interdisciplinary areas such as materials, nanotechnology, and systems biology.  He explained that the College was also involved in multidisciplinary research on the societal issues of energy and sustainability, transportation, health and ageing. 

16.
Professor Chapman explained that the University had taken an innovative approach to knowledge exchange.  He explained that, other than where they have identified  commercially significant development opportunities with partners, the University would seek to transfer intellectual property, free of charge, to companies using quick and simple agreements – i.e. Easy Access IP.  Professor Chapman noted that this approach was now being encouraged across all Scottish Universities.

17.
Professor Chapman reported that in order to extend the College’s global reach and reputation they are developing Transnational Education with the Singapore Institute of Technology (SIT).  

18.
SSAC members discussed a number of issues raised during Professor Chapman’s presentation.  Professor Chapman introduced two colleagues from the College of Science and Engineering Dr John Christie and Professor Lee Cronin who explained two areas of current research taking place at the university: Optical Control and Imaging of Biological Systems and Solar Fuels.
Discussion

19.
Dr Masters thanked all colleagues from the University of Glasgow for their excellent presentations.  He opened up the meeting for questions and further discussion.  
4.
Minutes and Matters Arising
20.
The SSAC agreed and approved the minutes of the last SSAC meeting held on 14 December 2011.
5.
Updates on Ongoing Work
5.1
Innovation Work Programme
21.
Dr Masters gave members an update on the Innovation work programme.  He presented a paper drafted by the Chairs of the Innovation sub-group, which proposed an outline structure for the report and a number of draft recommendations.  Dr Masters asked for views from the wider council members on the paper.  

22.
Members confirmed that they were broadly content with the three areas identified to form the body of the report (Equipping our Graduates, The Knowledge Exchange Boundary, Creating the Conditions for Growth).  
6.2
Science Education Work Programme
23.
Professor Hough reported that the SSAC Education report: Enhancing Support for Schools Through Collaboration was published on the 19 January
. 
24.
He provided colleagues with an update on activity since the last meeting.  He reported that, since publication of the report, the group were progressing the implementation of the main recommendation to create one or more industry/academic schools liaison coordinator posts. 

25.
This recommendation had been widely welcomed and to date had received a number of offers of direct support from Universities and Education Scotland.  Professor Hough noted that he is now working to gain financial support from industry.

26.
A meeting of the main stakeholders was held on the 15 February to explore the detailed remit of these posts, funding for their establishment and potential governance and location arrangements.  Professor Hough noted that once these remaining details were confirmed this would conclude this piece of work.
7.
Interaction with Scottish Government

27.
Dr Masters introduced the afternoon session, focussing on SSAC’s interaction with Scottish Government (SG).  Dr Masters reported that, since the December meeting, the SSAC Secretariat had been working with Jamie Hume, Director of Strategy in Scottish Government to develop a proposal to increase engagement and dialogue between SSAC and SG.  He explained that, as a result of this work, it was proposed that this session be given over to trialling a new, more creative mode of working for SSAC to identify and develop its workstream priorities with input from SG policy colleagues.  It is hoped that the SSAC could, in the future, use a similar facilitated, challenge-based approach to consider societal challenges in government priority areas where there is currently unexplored potential.  

28.
Dr Masters welcomed four Scottish Government Directors/Deputy Directors who presented a number of the challenges from their areas of policy to act as a starting point for the discussion.  
Open discussion
29.
Dr Masters thanked SG colleagues for their interesting presentations and opened the meeting up to a wide ranging discussion around the challenges raised by Government colleagues.  A number of generic issues were highlighted during discussion:
· It seemed that a knowledge of recent scientific breakthroughs and their potential impacts would be useful for policy-makers but that early engagement was essential to develop the future potential of these.

· A member highlighted that it was important that there was early dialogue between scientists and policy colleagues.

· SSAC agreed that it was vital that when considering behavioural change that there is early engagement with social scientists.

· Members agreed that there needs to be a better understanding of risk and uncertainty and how this is then communicated to the public.  
· Scotland needs to be in a position to capitalise quickly on potential advantages otherwise they will be lost.

30.
Members also responded with a range of specific comments related to the challenges posed.

31.
Dr Masters concluded that the session had been very helpful and agreed that there were areas raised in discussion that Co-Chairs could consider further, and that work to enhance engagement between SSAC and Government would be ongoing.  He thanked Mr Hume and colleagues in the Strategy unit for their assistance in developing the session and to SG colleagues for attending the meeting.
8.
Chair’s/Member’s Updates
32.
Members updated colleagues on topics of interest from their areas.

9.
Any other business - None.

10.
Date of Next Meeting
32.
The next SSAC meeting would be held on the 12-13 June at the Roslin Institute.  Further details will be confirmed in due course.
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.scottishscience.org.uk/sites/default/files/article-attachments/SSAC%20Science%20Education%20Report_0.pdf" ��http://www.scottishscience.org.uk/sites/default/files/article-attachments/SSAC%20Science%20Education%20Report_0.pdf� 
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