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SCOTLAND’S SCIENCE BASE MUST DO MORE TO DRIVE ECONOMIC GROWTH
New report calls for science excellence to generate greater economic benefit

The independent Scottish Science Advisory Council (SSAC) has called on universities and businesses to work more closely to unlock the potential economic benefits of Scotland’s world leading science education and research base.

A new SSAC report, Making the most of our Scientific Excellence, makes a number of recommendations that highlight how Scotland’s expertise in science, engineering and technology could be more fully exploited to help drive innovation and boost the Scottish economy.  Today, the SSAC co-chairs met with the Minister for Science to discuss the issue and bring the report to his attention.
The report calls for:

· Commercial Skills to be embedded in all Scottish Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics courses.
· Academics to be encouraged to carry out secondments in industry, to have the opportunity to focus research on innovation and commercialisation, and to be rewarded by their universities for doing so.
· A more consistent approach towards intellectual property licensing, investment and support to be adopted across the sector.
· The Scottish Government to consider a scheme to encourage postgraduates to work in spin-out and small/medium-sized companies (SMEs) in Scotland.
· More business incubator units to be set up at universities with a strong research base.

· 10% of public procurement to be targeted at purchasing innovative services and products from Scottish SMEs.
SSAC Co-Chair Dr Chris Masters said: 

“Scotland’s science education and research base is world renowned, but more must be done to turn that expertise into new products, services and businesses while at the same time equipping all our graduates to function effectively in the commercial arena. Innovation must be at the heart of Scotland’s economic future. It’s therefore vital that our universities and industrial and commercial organisations work more closely together to make sure that our young people are equipped with the skills and knowledge they need to succeed, in both science and business.”

Dr Alasdair Allan, Minister for Science, said: 
“The Scottish Government is determined to see that our flourishing science sector plays a full part in driving Scotland’s future economic growth. This report highlights the challenges involved and points to some possible solutions and we will discuss their potential in more detail with the SSAC in the coming months.”

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
1. The report Making the most of our Scientific Excellence is available on the SSAC website, http://www.scottishscience.org.uk/publications
2. The remit of the SSAC is to provide independent advice and recommendations on science strategy, policy and priorities. With their experience close to the cutting-edge of developments, they will provide advice on the economic and wider opportunities arising from science and technology, and also on the impact of new scientific thought.
3. The SSAC comprises 17 members, including two Co-Chairs (Dr Chris Masters and Professor Muffy Calder, the Chief Scientific Adviser for Scotland). Full details of membership can be found at http://www.scottishscience.org.uk/members
Contact: Joanne Ward, 0131 244 3716
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