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NEW REPORT CALLS ON SCOTLAND TO LEAD THE WAY IN DEVELOPING TECHNOLOGY-RELATED HEALTHCARE

Scotland is well-placed to drive forward the telehealthcare sector, providing technologies and services to promote independence, health and well-being in our ageing and geographically dispersed population, according to a new report, Telehealthcare – Time for Action, published today by the independent Scottish Science Advisory Council (SSAC).

The SSAC highlights the opportunities for business and industry to capitalise on the developing telehealthcare market, both nationally and internationally.  

Remote access to health services, sensors that detect when vulnerable people fall and personal alarms used by elderly people are all examples of telehealthcare – the use of information technology to provide health and care services at a distance.

For Scotland to succeed in this area, the SSAC believes that the Scottish Government needs to articulate its vision and provide the leadership required to turn the research capability into innovative products and services which will meet local and international demands.

The report makes five key recommendations, highlighting the need to:

· Articulate a vision for telehealthcare in Scotland;

· Provide the leadership required to implement a telehealthcare strategy for Scotland and to set up the infrastructure needed to deliver telehealthcare;

· Establish technology standards and innovative procurement policies for telehealthcare;

· Take the initiative in telehealthcare research and development, establishing Scotland as an internationally-recognised centre of excellence for technology provision and as a testbed for telehealthcare, especially in rural and remote areas; and

· Implement a nationwide telehealthcare solution as an integral part of NHS Scotland.

Professor Anne Glover, Co-Chair of the SSAC said:

“There is a huge opportunity here for Scotland’s research base to make a real difference to the lives of people across Scotland and further afield. Enabling elderly people or those with additional support needs to lead an independent life for longer is more possible with the use of innovative technological products. Scotland’s significant rural population can also benefit from remote access to healthcare services. The Scottish Government has a vital role to play in ensuring this opportunity is not lost, and I look forward to exploring with Ministers how our science and technology base can best work with NHS Scotland to deliver improved services for people throughout the country.”

 Health Secretary Nicola Sturgeon said: 
“The Scottish Government is committed to improving the health of all our people, and the development of telehealthcare products and services will become increasingly important as we look for new ways to meet the challenges of our growing ageing population. I welcome this report and look forward to discussing its recommendations with members of the Scottish Science Advisory Council.”

Professor Alan Bundy, who led this work on behalf of the SSAC said:

“The proportion of the Scottish population requiring care is growing rapidly. It will not be possible to provide them with the support they need and deserve, and  to enable everyone to live long, healthy and independent lives, unless we take advantage of the new opportunities provided by telehealthcare. Action is required now to seize these opportunities.”



NOTES FOR NEWS EDITORS
Telehealthcare – Time for Action can be viewed on the SSAC website at: www.scottishscience.org.uk
The Scottish Science Advisory Council (SSAC) is Scotland’s highest level advisory body for science, engineering and technology. The SSAC is an independent advisory body providing advice and recommendations on science strategy, policy and priorities to the Scottish Government’s Chief Scientific Adviser. The SSAC Council Membership is:

· Professor Anne Glover CBE, Chief Scientific Adviser for Scotland and Chair of Molecular and Cell Biology, University of Aberdeen (SSAC Co-Chair)
· Mr Ian Ritchie CBE, Non-Executive Chairman of Iomart plc, Scapa, CAS, Casapian Learning and the Interactive Design Institute (SSAC Independent Co-Chair)
· Professor Ian Boyd, Director of the Scottish Oceans Institute and NERC Sea Mammal Research Unit, University of St Andrews

· Dr John Brown, Chair of BTG plc
· Professor Nigel Brown, Vice Principal and Head of College of Science and Engineering, University of Edinburgh

· Professor Alan Bundy, Professor of Automated Reasoning, University of Edinburgh

· Professor Ian Diamond, Principal, University of Aberdeen
· Professor Peter Gregory, Chief Executive, Scottish Crop Research Institute
· Professor James Hough, Associate Director, Institute of Gravitational Waves, University of Glasgow

· Professor Julian Jones, Deputy Principal for Strategy and Resources, Heriot Watt University

· Dr Karen Jervis, Commercial Director and Chief Operating Officer, BigDNA

· Professor Jim McDonald, Principal, University of Strathclyde 

· Dr Chris Masters, Chair, Sagentia Group PLC
· Mrs Angela Mathis, Chief Executive, ThinkTank Maths Ltd

· Professor George Salmond, Professor of Molecular Microbiology, University of Cambridge

· Professor Marian Scott, Professor of Environmental Statistics, University of Glasgow

· Professor Robert Tooze, Managing Director, Sasol Technology UK Ltd

· Professor Ian Underwood, Professor of Electronic Displays, University of Edinburgh

· Professor Lord Winston, Professor  of Science and Society, Imperial College London
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