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August 23, 2012
NEW MEMBERS APPOINTED TO SCIENCE COUNCIL
Four new members have joined the Scottish Science Advisory Council to advise the Scottish Government on science issues.

The Scottish Science Advisory Council (SSAC) is a group of 17 members from the science and business community who provide independent advice to the Scottish Government on a range of science-related topics. This includes highlighting new breakthroughs that could impact on public policy, and identifying ways to strengthen the links between Scotland’s research and industry sectors.

The new SSAC members are:
· Professor David Cumming, Professor of Electronic Systems at the University of Glasgow
· Mr Stuart Farmer, Head of Physics at Robert Gordon’s College, Aberdeen

· Professor Jon Oberlander, Co- Director of the Centre for Design Informatics and Professor of Epistemics at the University of Edinburgh
· Professor Jason Reese, Professor of Thermodynamics & Fluid Mechanics, and Head of the Department of Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering at the University of Strathclyde
Professor Muffy Calder, Chief Scientific Adviser for Scotland and Co-Chair of the SSAC, said:
“By bringing together people in a range of scientific and business fields we can provide the best available advice to Ministers and ensure Scotland’s economy and people benefits fully from our world-leading research base. I look forward to working with both our new and existing members as we explore the range of scientific and technological developments taking place in Scotland and how they can best inform evidence-based policy-making within the Scottish Government.”
Welcoming the appointment of new members Minister for Science Alasdair Allan said: “The Scottish Science Advisory Council continues to attract very high calibre members, strengthening our reputation as a nation of science. The Scottish Government values independent advice on a range of scientific areas, and I look forward to hearing more about key issues of interest to the Council over the coming months.” 

NOTES FOR NEWS EDITORS

1. Appointments to the SSAC, which do not receive any remuneration, are made for a three year period renewable for a further two.  The appointments were made following a public advertisement and selection was by a panel chaired by Professor Calder.  All appointments are made on merit and in order to achieve a balance across the scientific community.  

2.  The SSAC is not a formal public advisory body, and there are no legal requirements in connection with the manner appointments are made or the way its conducts its business.  However the arrangements for the SSAC draw strongly on the original Nolan recommendations in connection with appointments to public bodies.  Thus appointees’ political activity (if there is any to be declared) will be made public.

3. The SSAC was established in 2002. After being initially managed by the Royal Society of Edinburgh, responsibility for the SSAC was transferred to the Office of the Chief Scientific Adviser on 1 January 2007. 

4. The remit of the SSAC is to provide independent advice and recommendations on science strategy, policy and priorities. As experts close to the cutting-edge of developments, they will provide advice on the economic and wider opportunities arising from science and technology, and also on the impact of new scientific thought. 
5. The SSAC comprises 17 members (four new and 13 existing).  In addition to Professor Muffy Calder (SSAC Co-Chair), the other existing members of the Council are:

· Dr Chris Masters, SSAC Independent Co-Chair, Chairman of Energy Assets Group PLC and of the Festival City Theatres Trust in Edinburgh

· Professor Ian Boyd, Chief Scientific Adviser, DEFRA

· Dr John Brown, Chairman of BTG plc and CXR Biosciences Ltd
· Professor Nigel Brown, Senior Vice-Principal, University of Edinburgh
· Professor Ian Diamond, Principal and Vice Chancellor of the University of Aberdeen
· Professor James Hough, Kelvin Professor of Natural Philosophy and Associate Director of the Institute for Gravitational Research University of Glasgow

· Dr Russell G Greig, President and Founder of Greig Biotechnology Global Consulting, Inc.

· Professor Julian D C Jones, Deputy Principal for Strategy and Resources, Heriot Watt University

· Mrs Angela Mathis, Chief Executive, ThinkTank Maths

· Professor George Salmond, Professor of Microbiology, Cambridge University

· Professor Marian Scott, Professor Environmental Statistics, University of Glasgow

· Professor Lord Robert Winston, Professor of Science and Society at Imperial College London

Contact: Joanne Ward, 0131 244 3716
Internet: www.scottishscience.org.uk  
	
	



