
Scottish Science Advisory Council 

Minute of the meeting held on 10 September 2009 at 10 am at

 Browne House, Crichton Campus

Present
Professor Anne Glover (Co-Chair), Professor Stuart Monro (Co-Chair), Professor Steve Beaumont, Professor Alan Bundy, Dr Karen Jervis, Professor Chris van der Kuyl, Professor Peter Morgan, Professor Andy Porter, Professor Stuart Reid, Mr Ian Ritchie, Professor Joyce Tait, Professor Bob Tooze, Professor Graham Wren, Professor Ian Underwood, Dr Andy Bishop, Dr Avril Davidson and Anna Milne (Minute Secretary).

For items:
6 – Dr Sean Johnston, University of Glasgow, Crichton Campus



7 – Dr Rachel Bunk and Mary-Ann Smyth (Crichton Carbon Centre)



8 – Colin Meager and Ken Green, Scottish Enterprise

Items 1:
Welcome, Apologies and Introductions

1.
Professor Glover opened the meeting and welcomed the Council members.  She conveyed apologies from Professor Mike Ferguson, Professor Julie Fitzpatrick, Dr Barbara Spruce, and Professor Jim McDonald.  Professor Glover announced that following a ballot of members Mr Ian Ritchie had been appointed as the new Co-Chair of SSAC.  Mr Ritchie would take up the position of Co-Chair on the 1 October.  Professor Glover gave special thanks to Professor Stuart Monro on behalf of the whole Council for all his commitment to the SSAC over the past two years.

Item 2:

Minutes of the last meeting 11 June 2009

2.
The SSAC agreed and approved the minute of the last SSAC meeting as an accurate record of the meeting held on 11 June 2009.

Item 3:

Matters Arising
SSAC Event for MSP in Scottish Parliament

3.
Professor Glover reported that Liam McArthur MSP had agreed to host an SSAC event in the Parliament.  Professor Glover noted that the Secretariat was liaising with Parliament officials to secure a suitable date in early 2010 for the event.  The Council members agreed that the event should aim to be engaging and exciting and give a broad view of the science and technology taking place in Scotland.  Professor Glover suggested a small working group take forward planning this event with the Secretariat and encourage MSP participation.  
Technology Advisory Group

4. 
Professor Wren reported that he had attended a Technology Advisory Group meeting on 7 September. He noted that the focus of the group was to look at enabling technology opportunities, which could impact multi-sectors and could provide the combined benefits of reduced costs, better opportunities for major disruptive change and better opportunities for cross market sector bids.  

5.
Professor Wren commented that the Enabling Technologies for Scotland Strategy was still in the draft stages and reported that there would be a further TAG meeting on 26 October 

 

SSAC Horizon Scanning Workshop 
6.
Dr Davidson reported that the draft report of the SSAC Horizon Scanning Workshop, which took place on 27 May, was now available.  Professor Glover asked members to send any comments to the SSAC Secretariat.

Item 4:

Chair Updates

7.
Professor Glover Update
· Professor Glover updated the Council on the Saltire Prize and reported that there had been a consultation on the draft competition guidelines, which had received some very positive feedback.  She noted that so far there had been 126 expression of interest from 26 different countries.  
· Professor Glover commented that she had recently visited Brussels and had met with a number of people.  She noted that one of the topics raised in discussion was the issue of patents and a streamlined European patent system, which was being supported by the current Swedish Presidency.  Professor Glover reported that she had also met representatives from Commissioner Potocnik’s office to highlight activities in Scotland.  Professor Glover noted that she would be attending Scotland week in Brussels in December.  

· UK Update.  Professor Glover reported that there had been a number of new Chief Scientific Advisers appointments at the UK level including, Professor David Mackay at the Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC). 
· Professor Glover reported that she had met with the Institute of Advance Studies.  She noted that she had received a positive update that the institute was progressing, adding value and that there was a growing interest from both Government and business.  

· Professor Glover reported that she had recently been appointed as the new Chair of the UK Collaborative on Development Sciences (UKCDS) Steering Board
.  The UKCDS brings together key UK funders and stakeholders who provide support for the development sciences research base.  Membership of the UKCDS is drawn from the wider development sciences community and currently comprises of BBSRC, DEFRA, BIS, DECC, DFID, the Department of Transport, the Department of Health, EPSRC, ESRC, MRC, NERC, Scottish Government and the Wellcome Trust.  Professor Glover hopes that by taking on this role she will be able to increase awareness of Scotland’s science capacity in relation to development science.
8.
Professor Stuart Monro Update
· Professor Monro reported that he had met with Professor Geoffrey Boulton to discuss how the relationship between the SSAC and Royal Society of Edinburgh could be strengthened.  The meeting highlighted the strengths of each organisation and how working more closely could be beneficial to both parties.  Professor Monro agreed that this dialogue should continue through the new independent Co-Chair.   
· Professor Monro reported that he had been an invited speaker at the recent SCDI dinner in Aberdeen, where the agenda focused on getting children interested in science.  
Item 5:

Members Update
· Nuclear Industry Update - Professor Graham Wren reported that there was currently a marked change taking place in the nuclear industry, and highlighted the recent UK Government report “The Road to 2010 – Addressing the nuclear question in the twenty first century
”, which announces the UK Government’s intention to establish a new Nuclear Centre of Excellence, which will promote wider access to civil nuclear power across the world, to make a reality of the right of all countries - enshrined in the NPT - to the peaceful use of nuclear power.
· Opening of new small animal hospital at Glasgow University - Professor Stuart Reid noted the opening of new small animal hospital at Glasgow University and commented on the encouraging level of media coverage. 
· Scottish Food and Health Innovation Centre - Professor Peter Morgan highlighted the new Scottish Food and Health Innovation Centre.  He explained that the Innovation Centre aims to draw on these research strengths in food science, nutrition and other life sciences and help to translate research into knowledge, products and processes that the food industry can use to achieve a sustainable competitive advantage. 
· A member of the Council reported that Professor David Gani, Director of Research, Innovation and Global Engagement at the Scottish Funding Council, had been appointed Deputy Principal for External Affairs and Advancement at the University of Strathclyde.
Item 6:

Crichton Campus
9.
Professor Stuart Monro welcomed Dr Sean Johnston, University of Glasgow to the meeting. Professor Monro noted that Dr Johnston had agreed to speak in place of Professor Ted Cowan, Director of the Crichton Campus, to provide an overview of the Campus Developments.  Dr Johnston welcomed the SSAC to the Crichton Campus and noted that Professor Cowan would shortly be stepping down from the position of Campus Director and would be replaced by Professor David Clark from Lancaster University.  
10.
Dr Johnston explained that the Crichton Campus opened as a University campus ten years ago as a focus for higher education in a region with very little such provision.  A partnership was established between the Universities of Glasgow and the University of the West of Scotland (UWS) - to provide higher education for those in rural south west Scotland who would otherwise have no access to HE.  Dr Johnston explained that the University of Glasgow had at total student body of around 200-300 students including 20-30 taught post graduate students who tended to consist mainly of regional students however he noted that the MSc in Carbon Management attracted a significant number of international students to the site. 
11.
Dr Johnston reported that University of Glasgow delivers a liberal arts degree programme, which has a science and technology presence at the Crichton Campus including a core course on Science: History and Culture lead by Dr Johnston.  He explained that the course examined socially relevant areas of science focusing on the evolution and nature of knowledge.  Dr Johnston noted that these core courses were key components of their generalist curriculum and together, they provided skills, knowledge and analytical perspectives important for all university students, whatever their degree designation.
12.
Professor Monro thanked Dr Johnston for his presentation and opened the meeting up for further discussion.  Following a number of questions and a wide ranging discussion Professor Monro thanked Dr Johnston for participating in the SSAC meeting.
Item 7:

Crichton Carbon Centre

13.
Professor Glover welcomed Dr Rachel Dunk, Director of Education at the Crichton Carbon Centre (CCC) and Dr Mary-Ann Smyth, Founder and Trustee of the Crichton Carbon Centre to the meeting.  

14.
Dr Dunk explained that The Crichton Carbon Centre was a not for profit, charitable organisation based in Dumfries. She noted that it was founded in 2007 and that CCCs mission was to help Scotland, and particularly Dumfries & Galloway, reduce its climate change impact.  Dr Dunk reported that the CCC was working to tackle the challenge of climate change by encouraging and supporting behavioural changes at individual, business and community levels.  The Centre has a number of partners and sponsors and is continuing to build strong relationships with a wide range of academic and business organisations.  
15.
Dr Dunk explained that the Centre undertakes three strands of work which included:

· developing education and training in Carbon Management

· undertaking research and development work to support the aims of the Centre

· assisting businesses to manage their carbon footprint.

Education and Training in Carbon Management

16.
Dr Dunk reported that the Crichton Carbon Centre was committed to developing education and training for Carbon Management,  explaining that the CCC in partnership with the University of Glasgow offered the UK’s first MSc in Carbon Management, which had attracted a great deal of interest especially from international students.  In addition the CCC was working with local schools in the Dumfries area to integrate climate change awareness into the lives of young people.  

Business Support

17.
Dr Dunk reported that the CCC provided a suite of services, to assist businesses to manage their carbon footprint, including, courses for staff to raise awareness on carbon management, carbon “champion” training and direct assistance with developing and implementing carbon management programmes.

Research

 18.
Dr Dunk reported that the CCC undertakes research work to the support to aims of the Centre and noted they are particularly interested in understanding how people and organisation change to understand how they can achieve lasting change and results in their work.
Future Plans

19.  
Dr Dunk hoped that the Centre had the potential to become Scotland’s Carbon Centre as their activities were relevant in a wider Scottish context. Dr Dunk noted that the Centre wanted to continue to develop strong partnerships with both academic and business organisations and establish further links with similar organisations across Scotland.  Dr Dunk added that they were also working to get more carbon modules embedded into more HE and FE courses. Dr Smyth commented that the Crichton Carbon Centre was a comparatively young charity, and was continually under pressure to establish new funding streams and would therefore like to increase their involvement in programmes rather than projects as they tended to be better resourced.  
20. 
Following a number of questions and a wide ranging discussion Professor Tait thanked Dr Dunk for her very informative presentation. Professor Glover suggested that Scottish Government colleagues would be interested in the work of the CCC Government especially given that the Scottish Government had become the first administration in the world to produce a carbon assessment alongside its budget and offered to assist the CCC in making the appropriate connections.
Item 8: Stimulating Innovation in the South of Scotland – Presentation from Colin Meager, Scottish Enterprise South of Scotland
21.
Professor Monro welcomed Colin Meager and Ken Green from Scottish Enterprise South of Scotland.  He noted that SSAC were interested in the range of activities in which Scottish Enterprise were involved in the South of Scotland, particularly in relation to supporting science and high tech businesses.  He reported that SSAC was interested in the key sectors that SE are supporting in this area and how this links into SE’s national strategy and priorities and the Scottish Government’s Economic Strategy.

22.
Mr Meager welcomed the Council to Dumfries.  He provided the SSAC with an overview of the South of Scotland region highlighting that the region covered a very large area of approximately 4300 square miles. He noted that the population of the region was approximately 260,000 people and had been increasing due to an increase of migrant workers to the area seeking low skill/ low paid jobs and an increase in elderly people and commuters seeking a life style change.  He noted an increased number of young people leaving the region to seek work or education who do not return, resulting in a shrinking working age population.

23.
Mr Meager reported that the traditional sectors of tourism, food and drink, textiles and forestry remained important to the area both in terms of output and employment however there was a number of science based businesses in the region including Dupont Teijin, Natural Power and PET processors.  Mr Meager explained that the opportunities for growth in the area lie in raising the value of activities in traditional sectors and exploiting emerging sectors such as renewable energy, adventure tourism and chemicals.
24.
Mr Meager reported following a review of the Scottish innovation system in 2006 it was clear that the Dumfries and Galloway area was not well linked into the Scottish Innovation system and was not accessing the R&D support mechanisms available to them. In addition there was a low level of innovation networking between firms and between firms and HEIs.  He explained that to try to address these issues Scottish Enterprise now provides specialist support to businesses in the area with the aim of promoting innovation.  They hold one to one meetings and open surgeries, provide support for ideas, feasibility and development studies and they provide access to resources, expertise and funding.  
25.  Mr Meager explained that as part of the Scottish innovation system initiative Scottish Enterprise was trying to encourage knowledge exchange between local businesses in order to promote the sharing of experiences and ideas.  Using a model successfully piloted in the Highlands and Islands region, Fusion was attempting to facilitate knowledge exchange between local entrepreneurs and businessmen.  Mr Meager reported that in the first nine months Fusion had successfully achieved a significant number of linkages and collaborations.
26. 
Mr Meager highlighted the Knowledge links project, which is run with the support of European Regional Development funds and is available through Scottish Enterprise to all businesses with less than 250 employees in the South of Scotland.  He noted that the project was delivered with the support of Interface.  Mr Meager explained that the intention was to help companies get in touch with relevant academic and business knowledge, research and expertise in order to help them develop new products, new services or new business processes.  In addition, the aim was to help companies enter new markets for their business by developing new or improved products or processes. 

Discussion
27.
Professor Glover thanked Mr Meager for his presentation and opened the meeting up for further discussion.  Following a number of questions and a wide ranging discussion Professor Glover thanked Mr Meager for participating in the SSAC meeting and hoped that Scottish Enterprise Action would continue to work with partners including Fusion and Interface, to stimulate and develop activities across the region.  She added that there was also a real opportunity for better engagement with the science and engineering base across the rest of Scotland.
Item 9: 

Work Programme Updates
R&D in Business Report

28.
Dr Davidson reported that that the SSAC Report Business R&D in Scotland was launched with Jim Mather MSP on 21 August at Total Waste Management Ltd in Aberdeen.  Professor Beaumont reported that the Royal Society of Edinburgh had now formed the Business Forum which had produced a paper promoting the need to grow innovation in Scottish companies he explained that this paper had gone out to consultation and he suggested that SSAC wait to get the outcome of this consultation before taking this work forward.  
SSAC Review of the CST Report – Strategic Decision Making for Technology Policy

29.
Professor Wren reported that he had received no further comments from members on the revised shortlist of technologies pulled together by the working group and the Council therefore agreed to finalise the review and send it to interested parties including the Chair of the Technology Advisory Group.
SSAC Forum on Technologies for Assisted Living 27 October 2009
30.
Professor Bundy reported that the plans for the Forum on Technologies for Assisted Living were now well underway and the working group was currently finalising the programme.  Speakers had been identified and invitations had been issued to senior members of the stakeholder community.  He explained that the aim of the event was to promote better communication between the Government, Academic and Industry sectors in order to drive forward the Telehealthcare agenda in Scotland.   He added that the workshop had the full support of Scottish Government.
IP Management and Wealth Creation from the Life Sciences

31.
Professor Glover reported that the working group had held a second scoping meeting and agreed that there was huge potential to make an impact in this area.  She reported that the working group had agreed to produce a paper to stimulate further discussion.
32.
Professor Glover reported that she had recently had the opportunity to make a presentation to the First Minister’s Council of Economic Advisers on the life sciences in Scotland.  
Cost of Sustainable Energy Cradle to Grave

33.
Professor Tooze reported that he had fed SSAC member’s comments back to the working group and work was now progressing as agreed.
Item 10: 
Scottish Government Innovation Framework
34.
Professor Glover thanked the SSAC members for the very positive response to the Secretariat’s call for feedback on the recently published Scottish Government Innovation Framework.  The responses received from members proposed a number of helpful suggestions to increase innovation in Scotland. 
Item 11:
Any other business

Membership Refresh
35.
Professor Glover reported that a number of SSAC members would be coming to the end of their term on SSAC at the end of the year and as a result SSAC would be undergoing a recruitment exercise to refresh the membership.  Professor Glover asked members to suggest individuals who might be interested in applying for membership of SSAC.  The SSAC Secretariat would then send them further details and an application pack outlining how to apply for membership of SSAC.  
Item 12: 
Date of the next meeting – 10 December 2009 
SSAC Secretariat

October 2009
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ukcds.org.uk" ��www.ukcds.org.uk�
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