SSAC Meeting Wednesday 7 September 2011
Post Graduate Centre – Heriot Watt University, Edinburgh
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Ian Underwood
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Speakers for items:
2: 


Mr Ian Brinkley, Director of the Work Foundation

3:


Professor Alan Miller, Deputy Principal Heriot Watt
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Professor Joyce Tait, Scientific Advisor, Innogen




Professor David Castle, Innogen




Ms Aileen McKechnie, Head of Innovation & Industries Division, 



Scottish Government (Observer)




Dr Trudy Nicolson, Innovation & Industries Division, Scottish 



Government (Observer)




Mr Usman Ahmad, MBA Student, University of Glasgow
1.
Welcome and apologies

1.
Professor Glover welcomed members and gave apologies for Professor Ian Diamond, Professor Marian Scott, Professor Bob Tooze, Professor Robert Winston, Dr Chris Masters, and Dr Russell Greig.  
2.
She reported that Professor Gregory had resigned from SSAC. Members recorded their thanks to Professor Gregory for his contribution to SSAC and wished him well in the future.
2.
Ian Brinkley – Big Innovation Centre

3.
Mr Ritchie welcomed Ian Brinkley, Director of the Work Foundation to present an overview of the Big Innovation Centre.  
4.
Mr Brinkley thanked SSAC for the invitation.  He explained that the Big Innovation Centre (BIC) is a business backed initiative from The Work Foundation and Lancaster University and was being launched on the 8 September.  Mr Brinkley provided SSAC members with an overview of the activities and remit of the BIC.  Mr Brinkley asked SSAC members to consider how the BIC could best serve Scotland. 

5.
Mr Ritchie thanked Mr Brinkley for his presentation and opened up the meeting for discussion.  The group had a wide ranging discussion. 
3.
Heriot Watt University

6.
Professor Glover welcomed Professor Alan Miller and thanked him for hosting the SSAC meeting at Heriot Watt University.  
7.
Professor Miller provided members with an overview of the university.  He noted that Heriot Watt was a forward thinking, research focused university, with world leading expertise in science, engineering, business management, languages and design.  The University is renowned for its applied and technological research and for its industry-oriented, collaborative work.  
8.
Professor Glover thanked Professor Miller for his comprehensive presentation and opened up the meeting for questions and discussion.  

9.
SSAC members commented that they were very impressed with the close working relationship that Heriot Watt had developed with a wide range of industry partners and agreed that the strength of these relationships had resulted in some very innovative teaching methods and that this was a real success story for the university helping to distinguish it from other Scottish universities.  

4.
Minutes of the last meeting
10.
The SSAC reviewed the minutes of the SSAC meeting on 8 June 2011.  

5.
Matters Arising
Dinner at Bute House for Members of the SSAC

11.
Professor Glover reported that First Minister Alex Salmond MSP had invited members of the SSAC to attend a dinner at Bute House.  The dinner would take place on Tuesday 8 November; full details would be circulated to members in due course.

Marine Scotland Atlas
12.
Professor Glover highlighted the recent publication of the new Marine Atlas for Scotland which had been produced by Marine Scotland.  Professor Glover commented that this document was an excellent example of how important science was in underpinning policy.  
New SSAC Co-Chair

13.
Professor Glover thanked those who had put their names forward for the role of SSAC co-chair and reported that, following a ballot of members, SSAC colleagues had voted Dr Chris Masters as the new independent Chair of SSAC.  His appointment would commence on the 1 October 2011 and run for two years.  Members welcomed Dr Masters appointment.

6. 
Chair’s update

Professor Anne Glover’s Update

CSA Post

14.
Professor Glover updated members on the ongoing appointment process for the three Chief Scientific Adviser (CSA) posts in Scottish Government.

Mr Ian Ritchie’s Update
15.
Mr Ritchie updated members on his recent attendance at a meeting of the Chairs of the Scientific Advisory Committees in London.  
16.
Mr Ritchie noted that TED Global would now take place in Edinburgh, having relocated from Oxford.  The first TED Global conference in Edinburgh took place in June 2011 and presented an excellent opportunity for Scotland.  
7.  
Members Update
17.
Members updated the Council on topics of interest in their area.
8.
Updates on Ongoing Work

8.1
Science Education Work Programme
18.
Professor Hough updated colleagues on progress with the Science Education work programme and noted that Angela Mathis had now joined the sub-group.  He reported that a number of meetings, with key individuals in Education Scotland, had taken place recently. These meetings had given the group a much better understanding of current developments with Curriculum for Excellence.  There have also been closer links made with the SEEAG (Science and Engineering Education Action Group) work which was beneficial.

19.
He explained that a number of key themes were emerging from this piece of work including:

· Coordination of existing STEM activities

· Importance of Science specific CPD for teachers

· Support for teachers for Curriculum development

· Appropriate careers advice for pupils
20.
He explained that to address a number of these issues the group were proposing that one solution may be to create a central coordination role, which could act as a central liaison between industry, academia and schools and provide support for science teachers and schools as they implement new science courses under the Curriculum for Excellence (CfE).  
21.
Professor Hough thanked colleagues for their comments and concluded that the working group were currently in process of drafting their final report and recommendations which they hoped to present to SEEAG by the end of October for their consideration and inclusion in their wider work programme.
8.2
Innovation
Introduction

22.
Mr Ritchie explained that the aim of the session was to update colleagues on progress with the innovation work stream and to get members views on the emerging themes and next steps.  He welcomed Professor Joyce Tait and Professor David Castle from the University of Edinburgh Innogen Centre, Ms Aileen McKechnie and Dr Trudy Nicolson from the Scottish Government and Mr Usman Ahmed to the meeting.
23.
Mr Ritchie introduced the innovation work stream and reminded colleagues that the purpose of this piece of work was to investigate ways in which Scotland could increase the level of economic benefit arising from the nation’s investment in the science and research base.  He commented that while there were examples of it working well, the work undertaken by the sub-group so far had demonstrated that there was a need to improve the overall innovation picture across Scotland.
Overview of the Innovation Work programme to date.

24.
Professor Underwood gave members a short presentation, which summarised the main components of the work programme to date.  He explained that the main aspect of the work recently had been the SSAC Innovation Workshops.  These were a series of four facilitated discussion sessions with key people involved in supporting or undertaking innovation related activities in Scotland to try and explore the issues and inject some fresh thinking based on the experiences of the participants.
25.
He reported that another aspect of the work involved the support of two MBA students who were undertaking their dissertation projects on areas that would underpin and support the SSAC work programme.   
Discussion

26.
Mr Ritchie thanked colleagues for their presentations and opened the meeting for questions and discussion.  The SSAC members had a wide ranging discussion. Mr Ritchie thanked colleagues for their comments.  He noted that the next step would be to organise a further solutions focused workshop to take this workstream forward. 

8.3
Knowledge Base for a Sustainable Future
27.
Professor Glover reported that given the breadth of this topic it had proven difficult to focus this work stream into a manageable piece of work for members to drive forward.  In addition Professor Gregory who was leading on this work stream had recently stepped down from the Council.  Professor Glover asked members to consider the feasibility of continuing with this work stream.  Members agreed that this topic was too large and agreed that we should take a more focused approach.
28.
Professor Glover suggested that this discussion around the future work programme be taken forward at the next meeting with the Scottish Government Executive Team.

9.
Any other business

29.
Professor Glover reported that the next SSAC meeting in December would be held in Edinburgh where SSAC members would be joined by members the Scottish Government Executive Team.

10.
Date of Next Meeting
30.
The next SSAC meeting would be held on the 13-14 December in Edinburgh.  
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