
 

ANNEX F   
 
USE OF SCIENCE AND EVIDENCE IN AQUACULTURE CONSENTING AND THE 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF SCOTTISH AQUACULTURE 
 

Levy Systems 
 
Information provided by the Scottish Government Central Analysis Division. 
 

 
UK Agriculture 
 
The Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board (AHDB)1 is a statutory levy board, 
funded by farmers, growers and others in the supply chain. The Agriculture and Horticulture 
Development Board Order 20082 requires AHDB to raise levies relating to each sector. The 
levy raised from a particular sector is ring-fenced for the benefit of that sector. Annual 
approval by Ministers is required for all levy rates. The AHDB collects six levies - they relate 
to pigs, cattle, sheep, milk, cereal and oilseeds. 
 
In Spring 2022 AHDB had their first consultation to hear from registered levy payers on the 
use of the levy money within each sector.  The use of the levy funding collected in 2021/22 
from beef cattle is outlined in Figure 1.   
 

 
Figure 1. Distribution of levy funds from one beef cow, adapted from AHDB website3 

 
AHDB must hold a ballot on whether an individual levy should continue if it receives 
requests to hold a ballot on that levy signed by at least 5% of those entitled to vote in such a 
ballot, within a period of three consecutive calendar months. If the 5% threshold is reached, 
then AHDB will organise a ballot. The results will be independently verified and 

 
1 Home | AHDB 
2 The Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board Order 2008 (legislation.gov.uk) 
3 Beef and lamb: what do I get for my levy? | AHDB 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fahdb.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cm.gill%40abdn.ac.uk%7Ccd9b2003b8a441f6179708db1a496b21%7C8c2b19ad5f9c49d490773ec3cfc52b3f%7C0%7C0%7C638132674851475949%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wNTt93ZNQuNHLDHt490cIYVzd2VaxWSGkZUqWH1%2Fiyg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fuksi%2F2008%2F576%2Fcontents%2Fmade&data=05%7C01%7Cm.gill%40abdn.ac.uk%7Ccd9b2003b8a441f6179708db1a496b21%7C8c2b19ad5f9c49d490773ec3cfc52b3f%7C0%7C0%7C638132674851629136%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I19wAAUkxmW6oj9CfgddCVnorYH3liItiOwrkEslRcc%3D&reserved=0
https://ahdb.org.uk/beef-and-lamb-what-do-i-get-for-my-levy


communicated to Ministers who will make a decision on the future of that levy; however 
Ministers are not bound by the results of any ballot. 

Norwegian Seafood 
 
The Norwegian Seafood Research Fund, FHF4, is a state-owned limited company owned by 
the Ministry of Trade, industry and fisheries, and financed by the industry through a levy on 
exports of Norwegian Seafood at 0.3%. FHFs goal is to create added value to the seafood 
industry through industry-based research and development. FHF was established in 2001, 
initiated by the industry, and its priorities cover all aspects of the Norwegian seafood 
industry. Most FHF research projects are awarded through competitive public calls, and are 
based on the priorities set out in the current action plan and in professional groups and 
other business forums. Assessments of grant applications are provided at each call for 
proposals, and decisions on implementation of projects are made by the FHF team. Details 
of current open calls, and recent open calls, are online5. 
 

 
4 FHF – Norwegian Seafood Research Fund 
5 Calls for proposals in FHF 

https://www.fhf.no/fhf/about-fhf-english/
https://www.fhf.no/utlysninger/utlysninger/

